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CONSULTATION NOTICE  
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Rule N/a 

Description Venue Suitability Assessment Procedure 

Authorised for Consultation May 27, 2024 

Consultation Closes June 10, 2024 

Submissions to policies@racingqueensland.com.au  

Racing Queensland (RQ), in conjunction with the Queensland Racing Integrity Commission (QRIC), have 
been reviewing the relevant procedures that are followed when assessing the suitability of a 
venue/track for racing. From September 2022, these procedures have generally been facilitated by a 
joint RQ-QRIC document 'Race Meeting Procedures - Thoroughbred Postponement or Abandonment', 
a copy of which can be found here. 

As a result of considerable review and discussion, it is proposed the existing procedure document is 
replaced by a new 'Venue Suitability Assessment Procedure (Thoroughbred)'. A draft copy of the 
proposed new Procedure is provided in the following pages. 

The Procedure outlines the processes RQ and the QRIC will follow when determining the outcome of a 
race meeting where any issue/s are identified with the track (or venue) either in the period leading into 
race day or on race day itself. 

In short, under the Procedure the relevant decision-maker (i.e., RQ or the QRIC, depending on timing) 
will make enquiries with the Club and other relevant parties to ascertain the nature and extent of any 
identified issues and determine the course of action to be taken. 

If the QRIC is the decision-maker (and in the relevant circumstances), an inspection will be undertaken 
involving the Club’s racecourse manager and up to four jockeys selected by the Stewards (the ‘jockey 
delegates’). Following this inspection, the jockey delegates will give advice to the Stewards privately, 
at which point the Stewards may then decide the outcome of the race meeting. 

Alternatively, after considering the opinion of the jockey delegates, the Stewards may require remedial 
actions to be undertaken, or decide that it is appropriate to obtain the opinion of the jockeys due to 
ride in the upcoming race.  

If the opinion of the jockeys due to ride in the upcoming race is requested, a further inspection will be 
undertaken to give these jockeys the chance to inspect the track. The jockeys will then be given the 
opportunity to discuss their views in private, before delivering a collective jockeys’ opinion to the 
Stewards. If the jockeys’ opinion is divided, this fact, and the proportion of jockeys in favour and against, 
is to be conveyed to the Stewards. The Stewards, as the decision-maker, will then consider all relevant 
matters and determine the outcome of the race meeting.  
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It is noted that the Procedure does not include a secret ballot of jockeys, with that process replaced by 
the process detailed in the previous paragraph. 

It is also noted that where RQ is the decision-maker (i.e., before official scratching time), RQ may request 
the QRIC’s assistance if an issue is identified that may render the venue unsuitable for racing. In these 
circumstances, the QRIC will endeavour, where possible, to schedule Stewards to inspect the venue 
before race day and/or prior to scratchings on race morning, as the case may require (refer clause 2.1(h) 
of the Procedure). 

RQ and the QRIC believe the proposed Procedure will ensure that decisions regarding the suitability of 
tracks/venues for racing are made following a robust process of assessment, and in the best interests 
and safety of industry participants. 

Stakeholders wishing to provide any feedback on the proposed new Procedure are requested to do so 
as outlined at the top of this document. 
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